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Dear brothers and sisters, 

I am very glad to be able to share with you that work has started on renovating, insulating and upgrading (with 
smoke vents) the Courmettes roofs. Work started a week ago on this first high priority phase and should last 5 – 6 
weeks. We are very thankful for this: during recent rainstorms we had several centimetres of water in the bathrooms 
on the second floor because of roof leaks. The cost of this first phase of work on the roof of the main house is 
€68,500 and has been funded entirely by gifts from people such as yourselves. Thank you so much! 
 

 
 
Once the roof is watertight we will be able to renovate one room on the second floor which has been unusable 
because of the leaks and also a bathroom on that floor. The roof insulation should enable us to save significantly on 
heating in the winter months. Once again, thank you! 
 
The second phase of the work (the dormitory roof), which is a little less urgent, will happen, if possible, before we 
start hosting weddings again in April. Failing that it will be done towards the end of 2018, after the season. My prayer 
is, however, that the company we are working with will be able to complete the task in March, so that the roofs will 
have been fully renovated for the centenary. 
 
At the same time we have been working on the full renovation of the toilets and showers, starting with the showers 
on the first floor. We have been greatly helped by a very experienced volunteer, Bernard, who is guiding the work 
with our team members Romain and Frédéric. 
 
It would not have been possible to do any of this without your support for Courmettes! Thanks to you and other 
donors, since the beginning of 2017 we have been able to raise more than €212,000 (our target is €300,000) and we 
continue to receive gifts. 
 
 
Thank you and God’s blessing,  
 
Jean-François Mouhot and all the team 
 


